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Programs Through the Year’s End

General Standards/Technician Training 8-Hour Structural Pest Category Training

e November 6th (Katy, TX) e November 12th (Virtual)

e December 3rd (Plainview, TX) 8-Hour Landscape Maintenance Training

e December 10th (Virtual) e November 12th (Fort Worth, TX)

8-Hour Structural Termite Category Training e December 3rd (Plainview, TX) **Vegetation

Management Category also included**

e November 5th (Katy, TX)

Falling in Place mr. Jake Wightman, Extension Program Specialist, Editor

Summer has come and gone before we knew it, but you wouldn’t have noticed based on the weather. In fact,
many counties across the state are experiencing burn bans and water use restrictions. Fortunately, overnight

temperatures are steadily decreasing and soon enough I won’t be sweating seeds when I take the dog out for
evening walks.

A few reminders for folks preparing their homes, lawns, and gardens for the end of the year and upcoming
cool season: be careful with your irrigation schedule. While it is still hot and dry, excessive irrigation over-
night can cause fungal problems in your turf areas; Take-all and Brown Patch are waiting for the opportunity
to strike! Remember, water infrequently and deeply for best results, and don’t feel like you need to
“compensate” for lack of rain— slow and steady wins the race.

Lower overnight temperatures also mean that the creepy crawlies are on the move getting ready for the cool
season themselves. Now is a good time to practice cultural and mechanical pest control tactics: clean up any
messes, human and otherwise, that may have accrued over the warmer months. This includes collecting plant
and animal waste materials, sweeping cobwebs, and disposing of any unnecessary water-collecting items on
the property. We hope you’ll enjoy reading more about “creepy crawlies” in the next section of this month’s
Pesticide Periodical.

See you at a certification or recertification event soon, and be on the lookout for 2026 dates!



https://www-aes.tamu.edu/the-pesticide-periodical/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/general-standards-training-description/
https://south-plains-applicator-conference.square.site/product/commercial-license-with-right-of-way-training-landscape-maintenance-dec-3-2025/32?cs=true&cst=custom
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pest-control-category-training-online/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/pest-control-category-training/
https://www-aes.tamu.edu/ornamental-and-turf-category-training-description/
https://south-plains-applicator-conference.square.site/product/commercial-license-with-right-of-way-training-landscape-maintenance-dec-3-2025/32?cs=true&cst=custom
https://south-plains-applicator-conference.square.site/product/commercial-license-with-right-of-way-training-landscape-maintenance-dec-3-2025/32?cs=true&cst=custom
https://plantdiseasehandbook.tamu.edu/landscaping/lawn-turf/sorted-by-names-of-diseases/take-all-patch-bermuda-decline-take-all-root-rot/
https://plantdiseasehandbook.tamu.edu/landscaping/lawn-turf/sorted-by-names-of-diseases/brown-patch/

Why Does it Always Have to be Spiders...?
Miss Avery Brooks, AES Student Worker

Creepy crawlies like spiders enjoy lurking in cool, dark places and may even contribute to your Halloween de-
cor, but they are nuisances in many households. Although these 8-legged arthropods are typically unwanted,
they are beneficial to the environment as they feed on insects and other arthropods contributing to the balance
of nature. There are over 900 species of spiders, but only a few are hazardous to humans, such as widow and
recluse spiders. While black widows are well-known throughout the United States, people may be less familiar
with the brown widow spider as it has recently been introduced into the U.S.

Female black widow spiders are jet-black with a distinctive red hourglass shape on the underside of her abdo-
men. Male black widow spiders are small and brown. It is more common to see a female black widow spider
because she will eat her male mate after mating, thus the “widow” name. Black widow spider bites can feel
like a pin prick and may not even be noticed. Symptoms include tremors, nausea, vomiting, leg cramps, ab-
dominal pains, profuse perspiration, loss of muscle tone, a rise in blood pressure, and breathing difficulties.
According to the Texas Department of State Health Services, black widow venom is 15 times more toxic than
the venom of the prairie rattle snake. These spiders are commonly found in woodpiles, boxes, meter boxes, and
many other undistributed areas.

Brown recluse spiders are golden brown and can be identified by a dark fiddle-shaped pattern near their head,
giving them their colloquial name “fiddleback spiders.” Venom from the brown recluse has necrotizing en-
zymes that cause local or systemic reactions. The symptoms of a brown recluse spider bite are different from
those of a black widow spider bite, including fever, chills, necrosis, and red, white and blue lesions at the bite
site. These different symptoms can be attributed to the differences in venom make-up from spider to spider.
Black widow venom is a neurotoxin whereas brown recluse venom contains necrotizing enzymes, which cause
skin cells to break down at a cellular level. Brown recluse spiders are typically found in garages, firewood
piles, bathrooms, bedrooms, closets, corners, crevices, and anywhere that provides them with a snug fit be-
tween plush surfaces.

Both widow spiders and recluse spiders tend to only bite when accidentally disturbed, trapped, or threatened.
In structural settings, piles of clothes and wet towels tend to attract spiders, especially wandering spiders like
the brown recluse. Prevention is the easiest and most effective way to control the presence of these hazardous
spiders. Reducing the presence of bright outdoor lighting that attracts insects, trimming weeds from around
buildings, sealing outside openings, removing spider webs, and shaking out shoes, clothes, towels, and linens
that have been undisturbed for a long period are all good ways to prevent the chance of a spider bite and re-
duce the presence of these spiders. One of the best ways to manage spiders that have gained access to homes
and structures is with sticky traps. While certain pesticides include spiders on their labels, integrated pest man-
agement practices are necessary for adequate spider management.

Black Widow

Brown Recluse

Smooth egg sacs *Note: Fiddle-shaped marking

Brown Widow

*Note: Spiked egg sac


https://urbanentomology.tamu.edu/spiders/black-widow-spider/
https://urbanentomology.tamu.edu/spiders/black-widow-spider/
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/notifiable-conditions/zoonosis-control/animal-bites/venom/spiders
https://texashighplainsinsects.net/insect-of-the-week/?offset=1398732558081

Send Announcements to
jacob.wightman@ag.tamu.edu

For more information, call AES at
(979)845-3849
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* Weed Lifecycle, Identification, & Integrated Approach to Weed
Management

School IPM

Right of Way

* Nuisance Animals
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Register for the South Plains Applicator
Conference (Plainview, TX) today!

.. . AES Unit Staff Mrs. Shelby Smith
8-Hour General Standards/Technician Structural Train- ! 15 Se0y I
ing Course Dr. Don Renchie Miss Avery Brooks
Dr. Mark Matocha Miss Ava Fenton

8-Hour Landscape Maintenance AND Vegetation
Management Training Course (Two categories in one | Mr. Jake Wightman
day of instruction!) Mrs. Tina VanHorn

Office Phone (979)845-3849

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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